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n UW–Madison, UW-affiliated  
organizations and UW-related  
startups contribute $30.8 billion 
per year to the Wisconsin economy,  
equivalent to nearly 9% of the 
state’s $345 billion economy.  

n UW–Madison’s overall impact 
generates $1 billion in state and 
local taxes.  

n This economic activity supports 
more than 232,000 jobs—roughly 
1 out of every 13 jobs in the state. 
That’s on par with major Wisconsin 
industries like dairy, food processing 
and tourism.

n Taxpayer investment in UW–Madison  
delivers a huge return on investment. 
For every $1 of public tax invest-
ment in the university, $26.73 is 
put back into the state’s economy.

n UW–Madison uplifts Wisconsin 
businesses, with more than 90% 
of the university’s economic impact 
benefiting the private sector.

n Innovation at UW-Madison is  
building Wisconsin’s high-tech  
future: Since the mid 1980s, there 
have been more than 400 UW- 
related startups, which support 
more than 40,000 state jobs.
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IMPACT ON THE WISCONSIN ECONOMY
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As one of the world’s top universities, the University of Wisconsin-Madison is building the state’s economy, driving  
innovation and working to improve life for every state resident. We’re helping private businesses and local communities, 
while generating a strong return on investment for students, taxpayers and society.

An economic impact study quantifies UW-Madison’s benefits to the state, using data from fiscal year 2018–19.
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